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PORTO BELLO , 

Bniftm Pariifc, VorlCowHfy, Virgink 

hy Hei.iN I. CAMrMLL* 

The early York County plantiition of Porto Bello has lieen vexed mth ill 
luck for more than two centufies. In its day, it sheltered faiiulies pronunenft 
in government and social affairs of colony and txxnnHjnwealth, some of 
whom had eatahlished themselves in early Jamestomn days. It housed the 
probable grandson of Wtlltam Drummond, who was executed in 1676 aa • 
rebel against the Crown for his part in Bacon*! Rebellion. Liter, as dtt 
property of Virginia's last royal governor, the pUntatioo waa roai s c aie d by 
the inknt conunonwnlth. During the middle nineteenth cencory, tl 
strug gled to remain productive throughout the War between the 
then (ell on evil days during the Reconstruction period when ha 1 
often mortgaged b^ore they were planted. The twentieth century 
it nationw^ publicity uhen the federal ^jvemment hattily eo^ 
great section of York Oninty's Bruton District to es tabli sh the Navy^s first 
Seahee Camp. Recently, it has lapsed into ii ndi t tu rhed obacurhy. 

The origin of its name remains obscure althou^ it may havt com e fram 
the 1740 expedition, in which Virginia militia joined, to daen out the 
pirates who infested the South American coast and fa limed on Vngjak 
shipping.' Stories of Cartagena and the beauty of Porto Bdlo harbor *► 
tum^ with the victorious Virginians. The coenmaoder of the cxpadhiitoi 
Admiral Edward Vernon, h cominemotated by Mt. Vemon oa dm PMoeaac 
River, the home of the Waihingtona.* and, perhapa, Porto Ba fc, <ht OaHi 
Qmek jdantttion of a little knovm amn, John jmes Hulktta^ OMMMtoanM 
the beautiful Caribbean harbor. 

As early as 1691 Queem Creek had been designated by an Act (I At 
Ce ntral Assembly as a port of entry for WilliantstMirg. It fell short ol Ah^ 
destiny, but its various owners have accorded it extrav^ant itt iao foe its* 
oyster rock, its flocks of waterfowl, its broad and prudiictive y ciA 
orchards. Later, it became equally well kixwn for the sound of the Aeriff 
of York County forever pounding on its door. 
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Tlie naiBC Porto Bdlo ifpem fint in York County reoonb in 1758 when 
. A l enin d er Finnie of WiUiiiiiilNiig^paicliased it from John Jtnwt HuUotte 
by deed given by the Gaaenl Comt. Only a few emracts from ihew court 
records now cxitt end none of them mentions John James HuUette or Potto 
Bello as such, but, other entries on litigation, which HuUette carried to the 
General Court, may perhaps shed a littk light on the Porto BeUo traiuaction. 

Entries in the Ina pages of York County's book of Land 1746- 

1769* tell how in December 1746 oik Geiwge 1 lolden brought suit »g»jww 
John Janies HuUette for a debt. As related in these pages, it appears that in 
October of that year HuUette had taken Holden for thirtymght pounds 
tterling in a game desotibed as ^‘Playing or Betting at Dice,*' and Holden 
carried the nKner to ooun under an of Uk Assembly which forbade 
‘‘Ejtoesatwe or Deceitful Gambling.*' HuUette had been ordered by the 
county court to return Htdden’s money but he had failed to comply. In 
Act, he neglected even to appear although John Tyler and Samud Epperson 
had miw security lor hit appearance. He failed to shtnv up at the next court, 
loo, but William Stanup and John Ellis'of Gloucester County appeared in 
hit stead and promised that he would pay the court's judgtnent or "render 
up his Body to the Prison of Our Ixird The King.*' 

Three days before, John James HuUette had hied j ntuniosuit denial, 
which was set hv March hearing In Jurw it finally came to court before a 
jury of "Twelve Good Men and True empaniKM (luiu among the By* 
standers” aU of whom could prove themselves “powe^scd of Estate real arid 
Pcnonal to the amount of Hfty Pounds Sterling and were in nowne relatetf 
to cither litigtnt. Them twelve York men were I'dwatd Potter, John 
John Hunt, Tliomas Mumford, Wtlliam Fuller, Pinkethman Eyre; John 
Harris, David Cox, Benjamin Rocs, William Moody. Rurcher, and 
Roberts. 

A tlepositkm from George Douglass, of .Ventnack County, read into the 
record, explained that as a pract^ping lawyer in that county » wdl as in 
Somerset County, Maryland, he could ihh jtirn.l the ^iirk court on trial 
day, but offered his evidence sworn to on the I bihi 1 1 .ingets, concerning the 
occurrence on the October night that started (he rr'mhic. 

Douglass’ statement related that the plaintiH (ieorge Holden, John Jams 
HuUette, and he had played that night at hfurkji^mrnon and then it haard 
in the house of James Shidkis in WiUiamsburg, and, after a few throws with 
8'pair of nearly new dice, cither Shields or his wife carried them away and 
HuUette obtained aixicher set which were "handed to him through a hole 
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in tito \ij 1I. These dice, swore DougUss, woe old end worn on their 
corf ■ jnd. shortly after playing with them, he lost six or seven pistoles and 
Cf Holden was out every cent in his pockets ~ about twelve pistoles. 
I • keep the game going tliey borrowed from onlookers until they W lost 
aiitither eight pistoles and then gave up, not suspecting that HuUette might 
have been aid^ by other than his own good luck. 

Later that evening as Douglass, Holden, Littletcai Eyre, and james 
Lictlepage stood in the street near the Hatters Shop at the west end of the 
Shields house, they heard dice rattling. Inside, they found HuUette throwing 
his worn dice and nking in the pistoles After a moment, 'Jttlepage pickd 
upone of the dice, remarked that it looked "loaded** and asked to see the owe 
HuUette held in his hand. HuUette, however, tossed it away so successfuUy 
it could not he found for examination. 

Littlepage held tightly to his, liowever, and carried it overw the Widow 
Patterson’s house, W’hcxe with "a fork or Mohawk’* they picked lead out of 
the fi\T and six sides of the •.olie 

Altiiough HuUette s iaw^rr- Hionsas Teakle Taylor and John WoUon 
t^poseJ aiiiH.^sion m iln uteiiient, the Coun niled *b ft HuUette 
pay George I luklen iwnuv eight pounds, sixteen shiUingi, with 
Taylor and Wollop then n<ai d .in appeal, and a heuing was set for the ninth 
day of the next General ( "tirt 

Here the stnrv should etui t>' i ept for an advwtisenMent in the Virghwa 
Giiaette* that all }iri.ion$ iiidc* red to 1 lullette, by bond or othenriic,'should 
pay up ptomptiv or l« sued, be would be waitif^ all of the *»»** wudt at 
Mr. Finnie’s For their money. W'hether' the debtors appeared, »»*d udiaihir 
they paid up, wc have nt>w no way to know. AU we biciw is rhw Porto 
Bello came into the possession of Al^aiKler Finnic, die deed beiiw given by 
the General Couit,, 

For the next sevm years, Ftnnie, whose financial woes eppear to heve 
begun early and to have continued until his death, it mentiohea in the lec o eJ 
of almost every York County court session, and Porto BeUo widi hiwi 
The year before he purchased the planution, Finnie fold to John Stmeh, 
a WdliamsbuTg printer, an annuity for which Stfctdi paid a thouaad 
pounds and Finnie bound himself to pay Stretch forty poundi a yw lar 
life.’ John Spotswood and John ChiswcJl went on Finnie s bond, hut Spam 
wood soon died and on October 2, 1758, his executort, Beraanl Moore and 
John Chiswell, recorded a mortgage on Porto BA* la protec t dMsnwdw 
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and the Spemvood cMaie ayfat mponnlMlitv hir the pajments to Scratch. 

On jiiac 3,1764, with moacragrin ifaon. 1 imwe araitiMd an agreement 
with Nadraniel Wdthoe, who had assisted him m j rmngs dtficiMbes. By 
this thae^ Rnnie owed John Greenliew fifty^kMir pmindi, and Benyunin 
Waller another fifty. He was also in hot water with Wtiban Byid, who on 
December 20, 176a, had ordered him to pay a hinkhed ten pounds whkh 
Finnie admitted he had not done. To settle these raarten, he mortgaged 10 
Walthoe (bur slams, Tom, WiD, Juha, and Man. along irtth all his cattk, 
hones, hamen, houidxild goods, and kitchen furaituR at Mtu Bello. Then, 
asking for more time to pay off his debts, he included the plantation itsdf 
as (urw security.* 

By July other oeditoii had moved in. William Prenti* claimed ninety 
pounds in addition 10 the hundred eighteen with intoest that Finnie's son 
William owed him. Thomas Doncastlc had sued (or a hundred ten pounds 
andtlicsheriff of York County had taken possession of the Finiw household 
goods. William Pienda w en t on Finnie t bond to pay Doncastle and the sale 
of the household goods was postponed until October ay. A^a Porto Relk» 
was pledged as security.* 

More trouble arose over the Stretch annuity for when Stretch died in 
August 1764, his widow Ann and his executors John i after and Roger 
Atkinson pwented a bill for two hundred pounds — five vows hai-k annui¬ 
ties, they said. Fnwie sbned off some of his oeditovs by seffhig a houae and 
two lots on the mam mad to Capitol Landing for a huntbad fifty pounds, 
and six adjoining lots for whkh he would, in time, l eoa i m another siaty 
pounds.* lire remaining aeditors still pumied him. 

To make mattera wane, William Ptentis died in August 17^5. and his 
ion John and cnecutocs Benjamin Waller and Robert Canm Nxliolas da> 
manded settlement of the involved transactions growing >>ui of the Stretch 
annuity.* Tliete now were three sets of executors, half j .kunt or more 
bondsiMn, and a flock of hungyy cie(£ton haunting P<etu Bello's doorstep. 

The May 1767 Couit ordered Fiiinie to pay the Stick h annuity arrears 
within six months or Porto Bello and. contents would be sold at public auc- 
tion, with Robert Carter Nicholas having first clakn Oil t he ^ But 

when the matter came up again in the Diecerober CVHirt. additional creditors 
af^waied and Finnie arnnitted additioiial debu t<> Icrman Baker, William 
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Pans Idlo, after • iImm illness, AIcxiimIv Finnic, foe nuny years 
Ar^waac ID the MkUk Dittict of this Colony.'^ 

PtetoBtlfowentontheatKtxm bkick Frkiif. Oeceinber 15, 1769, before 
Mr. Hay’s door in Williamsbuig.'* John Prewt^ jnJ Gompany crene into 
possession and on Novcinbci 10, 1770, amv^vvcl it to William and Rachd 
Drummond Along with it went the slaves, Jenm ^nd three children, 

May, and Isabella; Lucy and two children, Aggs and I lannah; and Geoege 
and Cato.** To purchase the piopeity, the Druitimundi borrowed four 
hundred pounds from William Russell, secured by Pono Bello’s 

*?8li*** and the slaves, less than two years later, Williii^ 
sick and week, mede his wiB. By the fotlownw June Rachel was a widow 
with Pofto Ballo am her hands.” 

After a series of edhnts to sdl the piopeny.'* Hai hcl Drummoiid recounted ' 
her troubles in tht l^wgieM Gazette on Nomanber 18, and rb*** ten days 
later signed a dmd of Bile, tnnsforring Porto Reltn to His Eaeetlency, the 
Rig^ Honoeafale John Mumy, Earl of Dunmore, Hn Maww's Lieutenant 
and Gowemor General of the Colony and Dominion < 4 \ fguua. ” 

After that, things may have remained quiet for Rathe- ‘hu not for Porto 
Bello, nor for His Lordship, who was fast running into troubled times. 
After a short ownership, during which he appears to have uwd the {dints' 
tion house for a huniiiw lodge and to have placed the pruperty in good 
operating oondiuon as a nnii,nre was forced to abandon it. However, be fo re 
doing so^ he buik a sione bridgeover Queens Creek on the road to Capitol 
Lending, and on Seprember 19.1774, the York County' Court directed 
ane hundred fifty poumb should be paid out of the county levy to His 
Loinlslup to reimbiiire him for this cnnstruction.* 

Amid Reiiolutionaiy tunnoil Hird Dunmore abandoned hh hk 
palace, and Porto Bello to Bar with fiw ladv and their children to Yor k town, 
whoe they took refuge on His Majcsu's ship howey anchored in. die’York 
River. ^ 

Racnid Tyler Drummond, possibly rh«- threat gtanddaughter-in-law to 
Wil l ia m Drummond who had rebdled against the Royal Governor a hundred 
man befoR. appean to have supported hi> successor, at least temporarily 
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Th« followlns was abstract ad frcm Colonial Yoiict own bj 
Clyde F. TrudalX, publiabad 1971 by Tha Chathaa Praaat 
lno*t Old Qraanwlah, Conn> 06870, pp< 30-32* 

"North of 4uaan*s Craak along tha York Rlrar abora 
Klaklaok wara thraa aarly plantations, Rlpon Hall, Vaulx 
Hall, and Porto Ballo, all of which now lia within tha 
oonflnas of Caisp Faary, tha U*8* Naval Conatruotlon Train¬ 
ing Cantar for tha Saabaaa of World War 1I• 

"The first patantaa of this land was ona Williaa 
Prior* Ha sattlad just balow Carter's Craak (than called 
St. Andrew's Craak) in 1637 on 600 acres of land that ha 
had bean granted by tha Crown for transporting a total of 
twalva parsons to tha new colony from England in confons- 
anoa with tha Court Order of 1630* The following year 
title was changed to Major Joseph Croshaw, a son of Cap¬ 
tain Raleigh Croshaw, one of the colonists to Jamestown* 

Croshaw called his holding "Poplar Springe" and, at his 
death, left the astata to his son-in-law. Colonel John 
West, a nephew of Lord Delaware. In 1667, under the name 
"Poplar Neck," tha property was sold by West to Edmund 
Jenlngs who built tharacn a brick house and called it 
"Rlpon Hall" after his ancestral home in Yorkshire, England. 

"The fortunes of Edmund Jenlngs of Ripon Hall fill a 
full page in the annals of Virginia history. He became 
Attorney General, Member, Secretary and than President 
of the Council, twice acting Governor of the Colony and 
member of various committees that revised tha laws, treated 
with the Indians, and represented the colonists in their 
affairs with the Lords Commissi oners of Trade and Planta¬ 
tions, btth in Virginia and England. He remained a member 
of the Council until his death in 1727 at Rlpon Hail* He 
alec served as Collector of the Customs and Naval Officer 
and Receiver of Duties, during which office he originated 
tha great tobacco fleets which sailed in convoys strong 
enough to resist tha attacks of pirates who ware numerous 
at this data. 

"Edmund Jenlngs was instrumental in laying out the 
town of Williamsburg and establishing tha Collage of Wlllla* 
and Mary, furnishing the Capitol and many other civic services * 
He assisted in the building of the first church of Middleton 
Parish at Middle Plantation, which later became Williamsburg, 
was vestryman and held a family pew. By his marriage ha 
established ona of tha First Families of Virginia and was , 
tha direct ancestor of Edmund Randolph, first Attorney Gen¬ 
eral of tha United States, and of the immortal General nobert 
E. Lee. He added considerably to the original Poplar Neck 
holdings until the lands of Rlpon Hall comprised 1,750 acres* 

"From the heirs of Edmund Jenlngs, Rlpon Hail passed 
into the hands of the Carter family; first to Robert King 
Carter, ona of the wealthiest and largest landholders in 
Virginia and later to his son. Landon Carter, who occupied 
tha place at the time of tha Revolution. 
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Th« adjoining yyo aoraa south of Ripen Hall Planta* 
tlon wars hold by Robart Vaulx. "Vaulxlusd,** as ha oallad 
tha aatata, was patantad In 1655; and onftha north bank 
of tha south of Quaan'a Craak* ha built his manor housa, 
Vaulx Hall* During tha esvantaanth and eighteenth cent¬ 
uries tha property was successively tha heme of tha Robart 
Vaulx* Pater Taapla* Georga Richards, Samuel Tlmson, and 
Colonel Edward Champion Travis families* The.point on 
which Vaulx Hall was built later became known as Timson 
Neck and Travis Point* 

"The land west of Camp Peary was owned by the OustIs 
family. Daniel Parka Custls married Martha Dandrldge and 
whan Daniel died* his widow married Gaergs Washington. 

"One mile from the mouth of Queen's Creek, cn the north 
side of tha creak was Porto Bello, the country estata of 
Lord Dunmora, Royal Govarnop of the Virginia Colony at 
the outbreak of tha Ravclutlcn. Porto Bello had not been 
built by the Governor but was purchased from William Drum¬ 
mond In 1773 mnd used as a ratreat and hunting lodge where 
Dunmora entertained many of the leading dignitaries of 
the times. 

"in spite of his sympathy with the cause of the coming 
Revolution, George Washington remained friendly with Lord 
Dunmora, and there la an entry in Washington's diary as 
late as May 26, 177*, that he rede cut to have breakfast 
with tha Governor at Porte Bello. 

"Upon receiving the news of the Battle of Lexington 
In Aorll 1775, and learning that the Virginia Militiamen 
were preparing to seize the arms and oewder stored at 
Williamsburg, Lord Dunracre had the gunpowder removed to 
the man-of-war 'Magdalen*. Arming hia servants, he sent 
them from the Governor'a Palace to‘Porto Bello and called 
for Captain Montagu of the man-of-war 'Fowery', then 
anchored In the fork, to send up at midnight a detachment 
of marinas and sailors to his assistance. These troops 
arrived at Porto Bellq and the Governor made good his 
escape. This was the first outbreak of hkstllltles dur¬ 
ing the Revolution to take place in Virginia, when Dun¬ 
mora fled the Virginia Colony the property of Porte Bello 
was seized by the newly formed government of the State 
of Virginia." 
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Front entrancetto Porto Bello, 
Aluminum sidlner has replaced 
siding damacred by fire. All 
windows and doors are boarded. 



This is all that remains of the 
pier at Queen *s Lake from where ..'trrd 
Lord Dunraore escaped. 


This is a building; next to the 
main house. It could have been 
used as a g:uest house or as 
servants' quarters 



This is the path leading down 
to Queen's LaJce where Lord 
Dunmore escaped. Corner of the 
house can be seen at end of path. 
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